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Lou Ursino’s Tiger I by Tommy Kortmanphoto by bob Doebley

“Nobody said nuttin 
about lockin horns 
wid no tigers.” 

That’s a great line from a great movie. 
(Kelly’s Heros). And we’re here to talk 
about a great model of a great tank.
  Lou Ursino’s late Tiger I from Tamiya 
was the winner of last month’s theme 
contest. The Theme was “WWII, the 
years 1940 to 1945”, and Lou’s tiger 
certainly fits that criteria. 
  There are books upon books written 
about this legendary tank. During WWII, 
just mentioning that “Tigers might be 
in the area” was enough to cause great 
concern amongst allied soldiers.  
  The Tiger tank was developed in 1942 
by the German Army as an answer 
to the unexpectedly formidable Rus-

sian armor faced on the eastern front; 
specifically the T-34 and the KV1. What 
they ended up with was the most feared 
tank of WWII. This 60 ton monster was 
capable of destroying anything in its 
path. She mounted an 88mm cannon 
that was capable of taking out targets 
at a range of 1200 yards (3600 feet or 
about ¾ of a mile) There are reports of 
Tigers taking out targets 2.5 miles away. 
Talk about reach out and touch some-
one! The Tiger also featured some of the 
thickest armor of the era. There was 4 
to 5 inches on the front of the tank, 3 
inches on the sides and about 2 inches 
in the rear. It had a 690hp Maybach V-12 
engine, and had extremely wide tracks. 
These wide tracks made it very maneu-
verable on soft ground. Unfortunately it 

was also very heavy. This made it slower 
than most opposing armor. It was also 
very maintenance heavy. This was an ex-
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hello Fellow Styrene Junkies!

well the first quarter of 2011 is over we only have nine meetings left 
for this year. So far we are having a good time at the meetings. There have 

been a pretty good number of great looking models on the tables each month, and 
the monthly theme contest has seen some impressive turnouts as well.
  i would like to thank the tank Crew for coming out to our March meeting. 
It’s always great to see some wonderful armor on the tables, as well as the build-
ers who brought them.
  i have contacted the Boy Scouts offering to have them bring Scouts out 
to our June meeting. I am still waiting for a response from them to let me know if 
they will be coming.
  i would also like to thank Joe Vattilana for writing an article on his work-
shop for March’s newsletter. Remember any member is allowed to submit articles 
for the newsletter. If you have an idea for something, please talk with our intrepid 
newsletter editor, Mr. John Goschke.
  april is the start of the spring contest season. It looks like it will be busy 
a month with the following shows: Mosquito-Con in Wayne N.J. on April 2nd. 
AMPS 2011 April 6th thru 9th in Fredericksburg Va. and NNL-EAST at Wayne 
N.J. on April 16th.
 to all members who will be attending any of these shows please take 
pictures and share with the club.
 If anyone would like to, please write an article on the show, particulary 
reporting on DVSM members who win a trophy or have their models photo-
graphed for a magazine.

Now here’s tommy 

thanks Bob! Hello there fellow DVSM’ers. We had another great turnout 
in March. There were 13 models on the table. We had a wonderful mix of 

aircraft, armor, ships, autos, and figures. All of them represented WWII ‘40/’45 
extremely well. So far we have had over a dozen models for each of the theme 
contests. I sure hope this trend continues.  I would also like to say that we are 
now getting a better voting turnout as well.  Nice job guys and THANKS!
  with all the great models the voting got spread around pretty good 
last month, but Lou Ursino’s Tiger definitely stole the show. (Yes, you read 
that correctly, Lou did NOT enter a Sherman in last month’s contest. I am as 
amazed as you are.) You can read more about Lou’s award winning model in 
this newsletter. Hey Moriarty, I wonder what our devious Mr. Napoleon has 
got up his sleeves for this plaque?
 ”Dead & gone” Alright, I guess I need to touch a little on the April theme. 
“Dead and Gone!” What this theme entails is defunct (That’s “no longer in exis-
tence” for those of you who don’t habla) manufacturers. This means either the 
prototype manufacturer (ie…Pontiac, Packard, etc) or the model kit maker (ie…
MPC, Lindberg, Aurora, etc). I know this sounds a little odd, but I’m sure that if 
you think about it, you will be able to come up with something. Please make sure 
you check out the chart elsewhere in this issue for the latest point totals. 
 to re-cap the top five however: 5th – Howard Rifkin, 4th – tied Lou Ursino & 
John Goschke, 3rd – tied Greg Hogg & Dave Anderson, 2nd – Tommy Kortman, 
1st – Paul Kopczynski.
  that is all for now…your mission should you choose to accept it is to…GO 
BUILD SOMETHING!!!   This tape will self destruct in five seconds, four, three……n

  Presidents’ Corner by Bob Doebley & Tommy Kortman

monthly Theme 
Contests
Every month we will have an open 
contest for the monthly themes. 
Members will vote for the best Theme 
model of the month.  A personalized 
award plaque will be made by Mike 
Napoleon and presented at the fol-
lowing meeting.

JaNuary: winner - greg hogg 

lost in the 50’s

FeBruary: winner - paul kopczyNSki 

speed Weeks

March: winner - lou urSiNo 
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Being inspired by Joe Vattilana’s 
impressive article on his model 
building area, I felt inclined to do 

a little write-up of my own, highlighting 
my Modeling Man Cave (M.M.C.). I do em-
phasize the word “little” here, (due to fact 
that it also applies to my model room).
My room is 9’ by 7 & ½’. (This, in it-

self doesn’t sound all that small). Within it 
resides a desk (which is always cluttered 
and bustling over with tools and supplies). 
There is also a bookshelf in my room, 
(filled with books and unbuilt kits). 
also found inside is a customized 

spray booth. I built it many moons ago. 
Its dimensions are 36" by 25" by 25", 
with 34" legs. There is a hinged door 
found at the front, (which, when closed, 
helps with the paint-fume venting, along 
with helping to keep dust and other un-
mentionables off the curing surfaces of 
my newly painted models). A conven-
tional bathroom fan is inserted at the 
rear of the booth, which is connected 
to an aluminum exhaust hose, which in 
turn is connected to a venting window 
pane. There are two 2’-long fluorescent 
light strips attached to the top inside of 
the booth, and a power strip screwed in 
place vertically along an outside wall. A 
“hanging basket/shelf unit,” which also 
hangs on the outside of the spray booth 
provides additional storage space.
i have an air compressor sitting 

on top of my spray booth, and I’ve added 
several hooks to the front of the booth, to 
hold my airbrushes. (For the particulars 
of this spray booth, you can visit: http://
www.scififantmodmadrealm.com/Build-
SprayBooth.html).
My desk, bookcase and spray booth 

aren’t the reasons my M.M.C. is a cozy 
little room to work in. What makes my 
Modeling Man Cave such a tight affair 
are the rows and rows (and rows) of un-
built kits decorating my walls. There are 
wall shelves along with customized “milk-
crate” shelves which house my unbuilt 
automobile, aircraft, armor, and sci-fi/an-
ime/comic book figure and vehicue kits. In 
most cases, these unbuilt kits are stacked 
all the way up to the ceiling. (You can see 

all of these unbuilt models in their “glory” 
by going to: http://www.scififantmodma-
drealm.com/ModelHoarder.html).
Because space is at a premium 

in my M.M.C., I have come up with some 
novel ways to store my tools and sup-
plies. At the back of my desk is a storage 
compartment, which has numerous small 
drawers. In them are most of my model-
ing tools.
In addition, I am in the process of build-

ing small, elongated horizontal shelves in-
side my spray booth. They will be attached 
to the sides and back, and will be used to 

store my bottle paints and spray cans.
Due to the size of my spray booth, it 

sometimes serves as a storage unit. When 
working on multiple modeling projects at 
the same time, I sometimes store the plas-
tic boxes (the parts have been stored in) 
inside my spray booth.
all-in-all, my Modeling Man Cave is 
a very cozy affair. It allows me to escape 
from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. 
And, whenever I’m at a loss for inspiration 
on what to build next, all I have to do is 
look around. (My next modeling project is 
probably an arms-length away). n

modeler man Cave: 

   by Tony Wootson, photos by the author

(Above) A view of Tony’s active work area. (Below) Stashed within arms’ reach 
of the work bench are a multitude of potential projects.

tour oF toNy wootSoN’S 
MoDel BuilDiNg rooM



tremely complex and advanced piece 
of machinery. So complex in fact, that 
only 1347 were ever built. It was said 
that you needed four to six Shermans 
to destroy one Tiger. In the end, the 
German Military just could not produce 
enough of these monsters to turn the 
tide of the war.
  Lou’s Tiger is an excellent example 
of what is referred to as a “late” Tiger.  
The Tigers evolved over the two years 
they were in production. Various 
changes and improvements were 
made. One of the last was the replace-
ment of the cast wheels with steel 
versions. A Tiger with steel wheels is 
usually referred to as a “late” tiger. 
  Lou took about two month’s to create 
this piece and it represents one of the 
tanks from German tank Ace Michael 
Wittmann’s unit. Wittmann destroyed 
over 130 enemy tanks before he was 
killed on Aug 8th, 1944. Wittmann is 

most famous for his ambush of elements 
of the British 7th Armored division, 
during the Battle of Villers-Bogage on 
June 13th, 1944. While in command of 
a single Panzerkampfwagen VI Tiger he 
destroyed up to 14 tanks and 15 person-
nel carriers along with 2 anti-tank guns 
within the space of 15 minutes.
 Here is a link to a website about Mi-
chael Wittmann.  http://www.panzer-
ace.net/english/index.asp
  Lou added an aftermarket resin turret 
to the kit as well as Aber photoetched 
details and Cavalier Zimmerit. The mod-
el also features a Jordi Rubio machined 
aluminum barrel. The decals are from 
the kit however. Lou also thinned and 
bent the kit fenders to show some of the 
beating that these machines received. 
The figures are from Tristar. 
  Lou painted the tank with airbrushed 
Tamiya acrylic paints followed with an oil 
wash to deepen the recesses, and some 

drybrushing to bring out the highlights.
  When I asked Lou why he built this 
tank, he said there were a few reasons. 
First, that he wanted to build a tank 
with this particular cammo scheme (a 
nice break from all those green Sher-
mans), Second, that he wanted to build 
a tank from M. Wittmann’s unit, but not 
Wittmanns tank itself. (they have been 
a bit over done. Something like all of 
the Earnhardt stock cars, or Red Baron 
Triplanes.) And finally, Lou said that 
this tank was the next one in line.
  Lou has been building models for 
more than 30 years, and while he pre-
dominantly builds armor (and most 
of those being Shermans. Lou has a 
fantastic knowledge about all of the 
variants of the Sherman tank.) he also 
occasionally builds a car model or two. 
Most of those are Formula 1 race cars. 
  I’ll see you next month. Same Bat 
time…same Bat channel! n

lou ursino’s tiger i

2011 Theme Contest
point Standings to Date

from page 1

events
thru May 22: Franklin institute;  
Leonardo DiVinci This exhibit features 
1:1 3-D models of his ideas. Info:  
http://www.fi.edu/leonardo/?gclid=CP
Dah6flqKcCFQ975Qod82UqAA

thru JuNe 11: Wheels on Amer-
ica Museum: Dragsters of the North-
east. 5 North Front St., Allentown, PA 
18102, Telephone: 610-432-4200, E-
mail: info@americaonwheels.org, web: 
http://www.americaonwheels.org

apr. 2: MoSquito-coN xx. 
Wayne NJ PAL building. Hosted by 
the Central NJ IPMS chapter. http://
njipms.org/

apr. 6 - 9: aMpS 2011 iNter-
NatioNal coNVeNtioN 
Model Contest & Swap Meet, Freder-
icksburg Va., sponsored by the Armor 
Modeling & Preservation Society. Info:  
http://www.amps-armor.org/ampssite/

apr 16: NNl eaSt #25. Wayne 
NJ PAL building. Hosted by the Tri-
State Model car club. http://nnleast.
com/contents.html

Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme re-
ceives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar.
 Lost in  Speed  WWII
 the 50’s Weeks 1940-45  Totals

Kopczynski, Paul 2 5 4 11
Kortman, Tommy 4 3 1 8
Hogg, Greg 5 1 1 7
Anderson, Dave 2 2 3 7
Goschke, John 2 4  6
Ursino, Lou  1 5 6
Rifkin, Howard 4 1  5
Leonetti, Joe 3  1 4
Sandone, Nick  3 1 4
Ciccone, Bob  3 1 4
Napoleon, Mike 2 1  3
Turco, Mike 2  1 3
Senner, Don 1 1 1 3
Goerke, Doug 1 1 1 3
Borowski, Wayne   2 2
Vattilana, Joe 1   1
Stark, John  1  1
Ivey, Tony   1 1



 

Support the
local hobby Shops
that Support our cluB

MaiN liNe hoBBieS
2915 Hannah Ave, East Norriton, PA 19401
• Tel 610-275-4340 (Toll free: 888-527-1964)
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed., Thur., Fri.: 11 am - 8 pm
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

BNB hoBBy & traiN Depot
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

New coNcept iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

D & k hoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034.  
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon - 
4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

hoBByMaSterS, iNc.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020  • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 12:00 
Noon to 5:00 pm
• Offers 10% discount to club members. (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

Join IPms/usa 
why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, of 
which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, finances 
the insurance required for our monthly meetings and for model 
contests around the country, and offers a make and take pro-
gram for young modelers. Encourage the enjoyment of model-
ing in all its forms: aircraft, armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, 
military or civilian, beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By 
Modelers, For Modelers”

what do i give? Adult, 1 year: $25. Adult, 2 years: $49. 
Adult, 3 years: $73. Junior (under 18 years), $12. Family, 1 
year: $30 (adult + $5).

what do i get? A membership card with your IPMS number 
that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National Contest, plus 
the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues per year, featuring 
great models and building techniques, kit and book reviews, 
and activities, plus access to members-only content on ipmusa.
org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM Newsletter or the 
IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS contact, Joe Vattilana, at the 
next DVSM meeting, or join online at ipmsusa.org. n


